
ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, HILLTOWN
[image: A logo of a horse and a mountain

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]








Mobile phone policy

September 2025

Progress through partnership



St Patrick’s Primary School Ballymaghery :

[image: A logo of a horse and a mountain

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]






OUR VISION
St Patrick's Primary School is a catholic school where staff, governors and parents are committed to progressing in partnership to provide the right for each child to learn to become the best they can be in a respectful, inclusive, caring, and hardworking community.

OUR VALUES
We are R.I.C.H.

Respectful	Inclusive	Caring 	Honest & Hardworking



Our Mission Statement
· St Patrick’s Primary School is a welcoming Catholic community centred on Christ, where His Values and Gospel message are lived in out through life in our school, in our thoughts, words and deeds.
· We are committed to working in partnership with the home and parish in developing each child’s personality, talents and abilities to the highest standards, in a mutually supportive and caring environment
· We will nurture in our pupils, respect for their own self-worth and promote a spirit of inclusion and tolerance towards others with recognition of the value of other people, regardless of gender, ability, social or cultural background. 
· We expect all in our community to work hard to achieve our aims.
· We show our commitment to working as a learning school through:
· Continuing professional development of all staff.
· Reflective practice in learning and teaching.
· Listening to the pupil voice.
· Promoting and sharing of good practice.




Our Aims
· To promote a caring, inclusive environment where our Catholic ideals, values, and beliefs form the foundation of our school whole community through home, school and parish.  
· To cultivate in children respect for themselves and others, where they have a healthy tolerance for all beliefs and respect for property and environment. 
· To help each child grow and develop spiritually, morally, intellectually, culturally, emotionally and physically so they become caring and responsible citizens of the future.
· To develop a positive growth mind-set towards life and a love of learning.
· To give the opportunity to achieve the highest standard of skill and knowledge in all curricular activities enabling our children to become articulate, literate and numerate with early intervention in place as required.
· To develop enquiring, imaginative and creative minds with the ability to question and reason rationally, enabling them to become highly motivated, independent and confident life-long learners in an ever-changing society.
· To develop the skills to help them understand their world through scientific, historical, geographical and religious inquiry and to foster an awareness of their responsibilities to care for their local and wider community and environment, and of the effects their actions can have on them. 
· To ensure our children become independent and confident learners through innovative teaching in a stimulating well-resourced learning environment. 
· To strengthen our partnership where Staff, School Governors, Parents/Guardians and community work with each other for the successful achievement of these aims.
· To endorse the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child and work towards the implementation of policies and practices which reflect the Convention; 
 
 
We are all aware that mobile phones and Smart phones are now an important feature of modern society and an increasing number of our pupils and staff own one.  The increasing sophistication of mobile technology presents a number of difficult management and safety issues for school, including:
· The high value of many phones/smartphones
· The integration of cameras into phones leading to potential child protection and data protection issues
· The capacity to surf the internet without school filtering systems
· The potential to misuse the phone in other ways during the school day, for example, recording video or texting

Use of Mobile Phones
Pupils:
Pupils are instructed NEVER to bring mobile phones to school.
If a child accidentally brings their phone to school they should hand it into the Principal’s office as soon as they realise their mistake.  It will be returned at home-time.
If a parent needs to contact their child during school time they may phone the office and a message will be given to the child, or, in exceptional circumstances, the child will be allowed to leave their classroom to speak to their parent on the phone in the office.
If a pupil needs to contact a parent during the school day they may use the office phone (under the direction of the secretary, teacher or principal). 
In these arrangements common sense will prevail.

Staff:
· All staff must have their phones on ‘silent’ or switched ‘off’ during class time
· Phones must not be used for any purpose (for example, phoning, texting, surfing the internet, taking photos, checking the time) during class contact time
· If there are extreme circumstances, for example, a very sick relative, the Principal should be informed so that alternative arrangements can be agreed
· Use of phones must be limited to non-contact time/lunchtime, when no children are present
· Phones must be kept out of sight, for example, in a drawer or handbag when staff are with children

Parents, visitors or volunteers in school:
· Adults within school or accompanying children on school trips should not use their cameras or mobile phones to take pictures of pupils. At a public event such as Sports day they may only photograph their own children
· Adults, visitors and volunteers in school should only use their mobile phone within the confines of the staff room when there are no other adults using it
· Photographs may only be taken using a school iPad and only when an adult has been requested to do so by the Principal or a teacher. Mobile phones should never be used to take photographs of children.

We ask parents to talk to their children about the inappropriate use of text messages, as messages sent by children while under the care of their parents can sometimes be used to upset or annoy other children.

This policy will be monitored and reviewed as required, usually every two years.
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