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Rationale
At St Patrick’s Primary School, our aim is to have high standards of teaching and learning, and to enable each child to attain the highest level of his/her ability at every stage.  We consider assessment to be an integral part of teaching and learning.  Assessment enables teachers to know at what level to pitch work, and how to move forward in teaching.  It allows parents and children to have feedback on how well a child is doing in learning, and to understand what they can improve upon, and how they can do this.
Aims
Our aims in introducing this policy are:
· To benefit pupil learning

· To monitor learning processes

· To generate base-line data that can be used to monitor achievement over time

· To involve parents and pupils in identifying and managing learning strengths or difficulties

· To assist teacher’s long and short term planning

· To co-ordinate assessment procedures on a whole school basis

· To ensure homework is set to reinforce and extend pupil knowledge and understanding
Purposes of Information Derived from Assessment

· Formative: so that the positive achievements of a pupil will be recognised and appropriate next steps planned;

· Diagnostic: through which learning difficulties will be scrutinised and classified so that appropriate support and guidance can be provided;

· Summative: for the recording of the overall achievement of a pupil in a systematic way and at a particular time, e.g., reporting to parents annually, end of key stage reports and summative records of achievement;

· Evaluative: by means of which aspects of the work of the school will be assessed and reported on and used to make curriculum planning and resource decisions.
Teachers: each form of assessment will enable teachers to:
· Inform planning for, and coverage of, all areas of the curriculum

· Gather and interpret data at individual, class and whole-school level, and in relation to class and national norms

· Identify the particular learning needs of pupils or groups of pupils, including the exceptionally able and those with learning difficulties

· Monitor pupil progress and attainment

· Enable teachers to modify their programmes in order to ensure that the particular learning needs of individual pupils or groups are being addressed

· Compile records of individual pupil’s progress and attainment

· Facilitate communication between parents and teachers about pupil’s development, progress and learning needs

· Facilitate the involvement of pupils in assessment of their own work

· Enable teachers to monitor their own approaches and methodologies.
Pupils

The work of pupils will be closely monitored and pupils will be directly involved in the assessment of their own work and behaviour at school.

· To know what progress they are making

· To ascertain their strengths, weaknesses and special abilities

· To know where to concentrate their efforts

· To set appropriate learning targets

· To find ways of improving their performance

The following strategies will be used to monitor the pupils at St Patrick’s:

· Teacher observation
· Baseline

· Mid-term tests in November and February 

· Standardised Tests 

· Weekly Spelling Tests
The class teacher and the Special Needs Co-ordinator identify and assess pupils with Special Educational Needs.  This may take place as early as Primary 1.

Continuous Monitoring
There will be continuous monitoring of pupil progress.  This will involve teachers in providing regular opportunities for the assessment of pupils in a variety of contexts, complementing teaching and learning activities.
From this assessment information, accumulated over time for every pupil, teachers will be able to determine the progress made by each pupil in relation to each attainment target.

A sample of pupils’ class exercise books will be collected by the Principal to ensure that continuity and progress is maintained and that standards of presentation and handwriting are upheld.
Other Staff
Other members of staff may be required to assist teachers in assessing the pupils in their care.  Classroom assistants may be asked to help individual pupils with special educational needs and this may entail guiding the pupil through tests.  Such assistance will follow the usual guidelines and procedures.  All staff are required to respect the rules of confidentiality in all cases.
Recording
An important part of our assessment process will be recording the achievement and progress of our pupils for the following purposes:

· To give teachers information about children’s academic achievement

· To give teachers information about children’s other skills, abilities and progress in school
· To provide a baseline to compare future achievements

· To give parents access to information about their children’s academic achievement, other skills and abilities and progress in school.

In St Patrick’s a folder from Primary 1 to Primary 7 is kept for each child containing samples of work and this is passed on from teacher to teacher.
Most pupil results are stored on the computerised system known as SIMS.NET.  Standardised scores are electronically stored and attached to pupil’s electronic profiles.  The data is interpreted by teachers and tracking methods used to assess strengths and weaknesses of year groups so that curative measures can be put in place as early as possible.
Reporting

Reporting to Parents

In accordance with statutory requirements our school will send a written report to the parents of each child by the 30th June in every school year.  This report will include information about each pupil’s progress in every subject and activity which forms part of his/her curriculum. Teachers meet parents at least once a year. A written report will be sent to the parents before the end of each academic year and parents may arrange to discuss the report with the teacher if they wish.
Records of Achievement

Each pupil at the end of Key Stage 2 will be provided with a summative Record of Achievement.  

This will include:
· His/her progress in every other subject and activity which forms part of his/her curriculum;

· Any award or certificate which he/she has obtained;

· Information about his/her involvement in extra-curricular activities in the school.

In Primary Seven the pupils will compile a ‘Record of Achievement’.  This will be a kind of CV where pupils under the guidance of the teacher will gather together any achievements gained whilst at St Patrick’s.  As well as the items mentioned above pupils could include other successes or achievements such as: music grades, successes in competitions, certificates of Merit, memberships of clubs, swimming levels/badges and any other such items which tell more about the pupil’s talents, skills and other interests.
Overview of Assessment Procedures

Practical Arrangements of assessment and recording keeping at St Patrick’s summarised below.

· Transition forms from Play Groups and Nursery schools are sent to the P.1 teachers.

· Primary 1 teachers open up a profile on each pupil in the class. 

· Baseline assessment takes place over the first two months by all teachers.
· Class record of results and tests kept electronically and updated by Assessment Co-ordinators.
· Mid-term assessment (November and February) by teachers in Reading, Writing and Maths, with results reported to parents in each area.

· Teachers meet parents in autumn term.

· Teacher and Special Needs co-ordinator identify/assess pupils with Special educational needs.

· Standardised Tests in English, Maths, Reading and Spelling in May.

· Weekly Spelling Tests (P2 to P7) and Tables Tests (P.4 to P.7)
· Primary 7 Pupils build up their Records of Achievement.
· Teachers complete written reports on each child at the end of May (sent out to parents before 30th June).
Tests
Primary 1 to Primary 7
	Class
	Test
	Time

	Primary 1
	British Picture Vocabulary test

· Listening and recording sounds
· Blending sounds

· Recognising letters
Maths use from EYES

Observations
	End of October

January/May

October
Ongoing

	Primary 2
	British Picture Vocabulary test
Baseline Assessment

· Letter I.D test

· Writing Vocabulary Observation

· Hearing and recording sounds in words
MIST
Class maths tests
Observations - Individual
	End of October

October/January/May

May
Ongoing
Ongoing

	Primary 3
	Receive MIST results from P.2

Same baseline assessment as P.2

Reading Test (NFER Group reading)
Spelling Test (Single Word Spelling)
NFER English and Maths
	October/January/May

May

May

October/January/May 
May


	Primary 4
	I.Q Test
Levels

Reading Tests (NFER Group Reading)
Spelling Test (Single Word Spelling)
PIE/PIM or PTE/PTM
Maths Check Up
	February
October/February/May

October/May

May

May

Ongoing

	Primary 5
	Levels

Reading Tests (NFER Group reading)
Spelling Test (Single Word Spelling)
PIE/PIM or PTE/PTM
Maths Check Up
	October/January/May

October/May

May

May

Ongoing

	Primary 6
	Mid-term check-ups
Reading Tests (STAR Reading)
Spelling Test (Single Word Spelling)
PIE/PIM or PTE/PTM
NFER Group Reading
Maths Check Up

	October/February/May

Once each term
May

May

May

Ongoing

	Primary 7
	Mid-term check-ups
Reading Tests (STAR Reading)
NFER Group Reading
Spelling Test (SWST)

PIE/PIM or PTE/PTM
Maths Check Up
	October/January/May

Once each term
May

May

Ongoing
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